XXVlii                                      INTRODUCTION

Considered by Europeans to be gross idolaters and
fetishists. The fact is, however, that the cultivated
among them, including even those that have not received
the light of English education, are in reality generally
monotheists and pantheists*

But whatever their religious belief, the attitude of
the Hindus towards other religions is one of philosophic
toleration. "The Brahmans who compiled/1 says H. H.
Wilson, "a code qf Hindu law, by command of Warren
Hastings preface their performance by affirming the equal
merit of every form of religious worship* Contrarieties
of belief, and diversities of religion, they say, are in fact
^part of the scheme of Providence; for as a painter gives
beauty to a picture by a variety of colours, or as a gar-
dener embellishes his garden with flowers of every hue,
so God appointed to every tribe its own faith, and every
sect its own religion, that man might glorify him in di-
verse modes, all having the same end, and being equally
acceptable in his sight. To the same effect it is stated
by Dr. Mill in his preface to the Khrista Sangfta, or
sacred history of Christ, in Sanskrit verse, that he had
witnessed the eager reception of the work by devotees
from every part of India, even in the temple of Kill,
near Calcutta, and that it was read and chaunted by